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by the deep; at length the waters went even over his head;
yet Godric, strong in faith, bare his burden onwards even under
the waves, until, by God's help, he struggled out upon the very
shore from which he had gone forth. Then, bringing the fish
to his parents, he told them the whole tale, and exhorted them
to declare the glory of God,
p. 28.  Yet in all things he walked with simplicity; and, in
so far as he yet knew how> it was ever his pleasure to follow
in the footsteps of the truth.   For, having learned the Lord's
Prayer and the Creed from his very cradle, he oftentimes
turned them over in his mind, even as he went alone on his
longer journeys; and, in so far as the truth was revealed to his
mind, he clung thereunto most devoutly in all his thoughts con-
cerning God.   At first, he lived as a chapman for four years
in Lincolnshire, going on foot and carrying the smallest wares;
then he travelled abroad, first to St Andrews in Scotland and
then for the first time to Rome.  On his return, having formed
a familiar friendship with certain other young men who were
eager for merchandise, he began to launch upon bolder courses,
and to coast frequently by sea to the foreign lands that lay
around him.   Thus, sailing often to and fro between Scotland
and Britain, he traded in many divers wares and, amid these
occupations, learned much worldly wisdom,.. .He fell into many
perils of the sea, yet by God's mercy he was never wrecked;
for He who had upheld St Peter as he walked upon the waves,
by that same strong right arm kept this His chosen vessel
from all misfortune amid these perils.   Thus, having learned
by frequent experience his wretchedness amid such dangers,
he began to worship certain of the Saints with more ardent
zeal, venerating and calling upon their shrines, and giving
himself up by wholehearted service to those holy names.   In
such invocations his prayers were oftentimes answered by
prompt consolation; some of which prayers he learned from
his fellows with whom he shared these frequent perils; others
he collected from faithful hearsay; otters agam from the
custom of the place, for fae^saw and visited ssch feoiy places
with frequent assiduity.  Thus aspiring ever higher and higher,
and yearning upward with his whole heart, at length life great
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